
AKKA
AKKA is one of Europe’s leading engineering and technology consulting companies  

(N°1 in mobility). With 16,500 skilled employees and a solid presence in Europe, Asia 
and America, AKKA focuses on meeting the highest quality standards. At AKKA Belgium, 

850 engineers deliver engineering consultancy services to the largest Belgian companies in  
Life Sciences, Aero, Rail, Automotive, Defense, Petro and Energy since 30 years.  

A growth plan has been put in place to double in size over the next 3 years,  
leveraging on a newly established digital portfolio offering.

PROJECTS

At The Beacon, AKKA Technologies will be working on projects around the topic 
of automation, mostly autonomous flying drones/UAVs and autonomous  

rovers/cars. Our main R&D efforts will go into the development and integration of 
Artificial Intelligence and IoT technologies into these mobile platforms, essential 

in powering the Smart Cities of the future.

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Logistics

PROFILES
AI Specialists
Researchers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
10 - 12

CONTACT

name: Valerie Gorreux

tel: +32 2 712 60 00

email: valerie.gorreux@akka.eu

website: www.akka-technologies.eu

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Citymesh
Citymesh is a Belgian telecom operator, specialized in the rollout of large-scale wireless 

networks (based on WiFi and private LTE). The company developed WiFiLAB, a cloud solution, 
which makes it possible for clients to personalize their wireless network and gather data to 
optimize their core businesses or marketing strategies. The product portfolio, including the 
Smart City solution, was recently extended with footfall analysis and IoT add-ons (e.g. smart 

sensors). Citymesh is currently the only Belgian operator in the possession of a 3.5Ghz (42-band) 
license which will be used for the development of Private LTE networks targeting mission-critical 

communications projects (e.g. drones).

PROJECTS

Smart City Box (e.g. WiFi, football, smart sensors)
•

Private LTE for Industry 4.0 
•

Mission Critical Communications for emergency services

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Embedded Software Engineers,  

Wireless Network Engineers, IoT Engineers, 
RF Engineers, Account managers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
4 - 7

CONTACT

name: Mitch Degeest

tel: +32 476 97 36 48

email: mitch.degeest@citymesh.com

website: www.citymesh.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Accelleran
Accelleran provides Mobile RAN software and 4G/LTE Small Cell product solutions addressing 

the real-world challenges of increasing data volumes and 5G applications, calling for 
hyperdense mobile networks.  Accelleran works towards the dense and programmable network 

of the future. 

Accelleran’s unique software architecture is genuinely independent from any hardware platform. 
Operators can leverage one software solution for integrated small cells and for disaggregated 

and virtualised RAN networks with slicing and edge capabilities. 

With a global Cellular Industry’s leading design team, Accelleran is the technology choice for 
carrier grade, reliable, performant Small Cells and Radio Access Network software solutions for 
Fixed Wireless Access, Public Mobile, Private Network, Neutral Host or IOT/Vertical industries 

solution providers.

PROJECTS

At The Beacon we will host our core development of the 4G/5G solutions

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Logistics, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Telecom Engineers, Embedded 

Systems Software Engineering, AI and 
Machine Learning Developers, Network 

Virtualisation and Software Defined 
Network (NFV-SDN) Architects, RF Planners 

& Network Designers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
11

CONTACT

name: Frederic Van Durme

tel: +32 473 95 95 54

email: frederic.vandurme@ 
 accelleran.com

website: www.accelleran.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Aloxy
Aloxy offers a modular industrial Internet of Things platform for the process and chemical 

industry. Their goal is to improve safety and efficiency, to automate processes and to deliver 
actionable insights into industrial operations. Aloxy’s initial product-line consists of a solution for 
manual valve positioning by simply attaching a wireless Aloxy device to the hand wheel or lever 
of the valve to remotely monitor its position. In addition, Aloxy builds a solution for monitoring 

the progress of regular maintenance and shutdowns. Aloxy is a spin-off of imec  
and the University of Antwerp.

PROJECTS

The Beacon will be the headquarters of Aloxy. Within the Beacon, the Aloxy team 
will focus on the further development of its sensors, gateway and IoT platform.

EXPERTISE
Industry 4.0

PROFILES
IoT back-end developers,  

IoT cloud architects, Firmware  
and embedded developers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
8

CONTACT

name: Jan Coppens

tel: +32 472 18 33 31

email: jan.coppens@aloxy.io

website: www.aloxy.io

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



ATOS
Atos is a global leader in digital transformation with approximately 100,000 employees in 

73 countries. Through Atos Codex, the Atos brand for IoT, advanced analytics and cognitive 
solutions, Atos delivers, manages and secures the full IoT value chain from connected devices 
to edge computing to the datacenter. These IoT services combine connectivity and platforms 

delivered by Worldline and partner platforms such as Amazon Web Services and Microsoft 
Azure, with business-driven analytics solutions, enabling customers to securely transform data 

into reliable business value in every market.

PROJECTS

Atos will work on projects based on IoT, from entry level Proof of Concepts to 
industrial scale high-throughput systems, in an end-end approach from sensor to 

business value, in a secure and compliant way, using the local and global  
eco-system.

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Data scientist, Architects, Developers, 

Business analysts, …

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
4

CONTACT

name: Patrick Gyseling

tel: +32 499 99 67 13

email: Patrick.gyseling@atos.net

website: www.atos.net

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Data Minded
We help our clients with technical advice on big data & analytics. We architect, engineer and 

deploy batch and real-time solutions.

We build and operate our client’s data pipelines in a performant and secure way.

We make software engineers & data scientists more effective in data driven design and 
empower them to deploy their data jobs to production.

PROJECTS

Sharing our experience in building big data and real-time data platforms  
in the cloud.

Based on IoT cases that we’ll work on at The Beacon, we invest in and package 
our real-time processing best practices in a modular and reusable solution.

EXPERTISE
Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Senior data engineers

Business development managers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
2

CONTACT

name: Kris Peeters

tel: +32 497 84 51 14

email: kris@dataminded.be

website: www.dataminded.be

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Dockflow
Dockflow reinvents trade for the digital era. We strive for a transition from traditional supply chains to 
interconnected sets of agile and dynamic trade networks. We believe the solution lies in high-quality 

digital data governance and exchange. Creating an open, digital backbone for data exchange in global 
trade networks. We provide advisory for digital transformation projects in supply chains and trade 

networks – this is not unheard of. Doing so, however,  gives us in-depth knowledge, insights and funds to 
test hypotheses and build a completely new scalable product or service.

PROJECTS

Blockchain in supply chains. Together with the VIL, we explore opportunities for blockchain in supply 
chains for 12 large shippers and logistics companies.

•
 Food safety monitoring. For Belgium’s leading perishables forwarder, we are creating a 

blockchain-based food safety monitoring platform. This allows their consortium for export of 
perishables from Belgium to Shanghai secure access to reliable and relevant information.

•
 Logistics Hackathon: Trade networks require collaboration across all playing fields in supply 

chains. We are assisting the Belgian Shippers’ Council (OTM) in launching the First Logistics  
Challenge Hackathon. 

•
Modularity and evolvability in enterprise software systems: Together with the university spin-off NSX, 
Dockflow is building scientifically proven evolvable software for one of Belgians leading breweries.

EXPERTISE
Logistics

PROFILES
Digital Trade Architects, Digital transformation wizards, 

Supply chain consultants, Market visionaries, Data mappers, 
Blockchain developers, Mobile app developers, Web 

developers, UI/UX specialists, AI specialists, Data engineers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
2 - 4

CONTACT

name: Michiel Valee

tel: +32 494 89 43 59

email: Michiel@dockflow.be

website: www.dockflow.be

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



ENGIE Fabricom
ENGIE Fabricom designs, builds and maintains multi-technical facilities for companies and local 
authorities. Many of its solutions improve mobility, safety, distribution systems and the share of 
renewable energies, as well as operational and energy performance in industrial environments. 

ENGIE Fabricom and its subsidiaries are active in both Belgium and abroad. The company 
recorded a turnover of €1.27 billion in 2017 and employs over 6,000 people. 

PROJECTS

Industry 4.0 with focus on augmented reality, data analytics and  
smart maintenance

•
Smart port

•
Smart City

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Logistics, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Multidisciplinary 

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
2 - 10

CONTACT

name: Sarah De Bruyn

tel: +32 475 56 16 99

email: sarah.debruyn@engie.com

website: www.engie-fabricom.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



NxtPort
NxtPort is a Data Utility Platform which collects and pools data from various stages in the supply 

chain. The platform allows  better data sharing, hence more transparency, more efficiency, 
less administration and better interoperability of existing platforms. The NxtPort Platform is 

accessible for all involved parties of the supply chain. Each of the parties can share or use data, 
develop new software or use applications available on the NxtPort market place.

PROJECTS

Supply Chain Management use cases, Innovative data sharing projects, 
Community API app store.

EXPERTISE
Logistics

PROFILES
Cloud architects, Web Developers, 
Business Development, Marketing, 
Business Analyst, Project Managers

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
20

CONTACT

name: Hans Verbeeck

tel: +32 478 34 81 94

email: hans.verbeeck@nxtport.com

website: www.nxtport.com

NxtPort

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Orange
Orange Belgium is one of the leading telecommunication operators on the Belgian market, with over 3 
million customers, and in Luxembourg through its subsidiary Orange Communications Luxembourg. As 
a convergent actor, we provide mobile telecommunication services, internet and TV to private clients, as 
well as innovative mobile and fixed line services to businesses. Our high-performance mobile network 
supports 2G, 3G, 4G and 4G+ technology and is the subject of ongoing investments. Orange Belgium 

is a subsidiary of the Orange Group, one of the leading European and African operators for mobile 
telephony and internet access, as well as one of the world leaders for telecommunication services to 

enterprises. Since 2002 we have a dedicated business unit working on IoT, reporting IoT results to the 
financial market since 2005. Orange Belgium is listed on the Brussels Stock Exchange (OBEL).

PROJECTS

Orange Belgium is an innovative challenger on the Belgian market and has been investing in IoT for 
some time now.  We offer 100% coverage on our national IOT network since 2017 and launched the 
first End-to-End products earlier this year. We are convinced that the city of Antwerp and Orange will 
help each other make great leaps in the development of IoT solutions at the biggest open IoT lab in 
Europe. Orange’s IoT team will happily join The Beacon to develop new projects with The Beacon’s 

other partners (Ingrid Gonnissen, Chief Enterprise Officer at Orange Belgium).

EXPERTISE
Smart cities, Logistics, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Business development, Presales, Sales 
project managers, Commercial support

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
6

CONTACT

name: Gert Pauwels I Annelore Marynissen

tel: +32 495 55 10 18 I +32 479 01 60 58          

email: gert.pauwels@orange.com

 annelore.marynissen@orange.com         

website: www.orange.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Rombit
Rombit quickly improves operational efficiency, worker safety and website security. The Internet 

of Things (IoT) company offers end-to-end solutions for both governments and for the port 
sector: it connects people, assets and devices in user-friendly software. 

Rombit manufactures proprietary devices under the RomwareTM brand. The RomwareTM
Worker Wearable (www.romware.io) is an all-in-one industrial wearable. It’s world’s only device 
that enables access control, certification, collision avoidance, geofencing, evacuation and lone 

worker functionalities.

PROJECTS

The Beacon will be a platform for growth for the RomwareTM brand: sales, 
marketing, R&D and customer projects 

EXPERTISE
Logistics, Industry 4.0., Smart Cities

PROFILES
Hardware engineers, Software developers, 

Business development manager

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
8

CONTACT

name: Charlotte Sterkens

tel: +32 499 33 10 73

email: charlotte.sterkens@rombit.be 

website: www.rombit.io

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Seafar
Seafar develops technology to remotely operate unmanned vessels for inland shipping and  

port operations. By integrating innovative solutions and technology, Seafar offers next 
generation shipmanagement services to ship owners and shipping companies. Specializing in 

operating and managing automated barges and small vessels, Seafar can significantly enhance 
operational efficiency.

PROJECTS

In The Beacon, SEAFAR will set up its primary Shore Control Center (SCC) 
to operate and manage unmanned ships. Together with other technology 
companies in The Beacon, new solutions will be developed to accelerate 

innovation for clients and partners in the shipping industry.

EXPERTISE
Logistics

PROFILES
Robotics Engineers, Software developers, 

Technical superintendents 

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
7

CONTACT

name: Louis-Robert Cool

tel: +32 472 87 20 47

email: louis-robertcool@seafar.eu

website: www.seafar.eu

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



SyncTrace
SyncTrace is specialized in “Fieldwork-Automation”. Starting in 2007 from Tracking & Tracing 
we moved years ago to M2M applications and now to IoT applications. We build and manage 
our own dbases and systems who are located in the cloud since 2011. With our customer we 

search for the best answers linked to his KPI’s. We deliver what we promise and if possible a bit 
more. SyncTrace has major and small accounts, as we mostly build out of the box or a special 

projects. Now within The Beacon that part will not change for us,  but new opportunities will be 
developed for everybody.

PROJECTS

Key management: a solution to secure safety on a mixed fleets of vehicles, 
stackers… Smart integration of the persons skills and drivers licenses to start a 
vehicle or not. Providing data from the loggers, to other networks, partners to 

optimize customers efficiently Collective transport in the harbor, city.

EXPERTISE
Logistics, Smart cities, Industry 4.0

PROFILES
Sales support, Project manager, Trainer, 
Data modelers, DevOPPS, Mobile app 

developper, Cloud management,  
Database management, GUI builders,  
Technicians installations, Smart cities, 

Industry 4.0

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
8

CONTACT

name: Francis Heselmans

tel: +32 478 68 12 07

email: francis@synctrace.com

website: www.synctrace.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



The Retail Factory
The core business of The Retail Factory is counting, measuring and analysing visitors’ and 

passers-by’s trends and behaviours for shops, shopping centres, cities/towns and other locations 
where large groups of people come by. The Retail Factory started on behalf of retailers (from 

individual shops to international chains) shopping centres,  cities/towns, and companies 
or (event) organisations where consumers/visitors/passers-by play an important part. Our 

knowledge and experience are concentrated in the transparent visualisation of actual ‘numbers’ 
and ‘trends/behaviours’ of visitors and passers-by like accurate counts, dwell times, return 

frequencies, occupation images, etc.
With that kind of accurate information/data it is possible for an organisation to take the correct 
strategical decisions, to benchmark results/periods and/or to verify the impact of (marketing) 

actions/events/changes, etc.
Practically: every organisation/user can get much more information and return/turnover/

efficiency from its visitors and passers-by in a simple and user friendly way.

PROJECTS

Expansion of possibilities of our existing and new hardware components so we 
can collect more data/informations with our sensors.
Development of new measuring instruments/sensors.

Increasing the accuracy of the products.

EXPERTISE
Smart cities

PROFILES
IT-er, Data scientists, Industry 4.0, 

Technical engineering, …

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
5 - 7

CONTACT

name: Philippe Van Riel

tel: +32 475 62 61 19

email: philippe@theretailfactory.be

website: www.theretailfactory.be

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon



Verhaert
Verhaert-Masters In Innovation is a pioneering product development company.   

We integrate technology development, business model design and user centered design in an 
integrated IR&D service (Innovation, research and development) for both leading companies 
and start-ups. These services span the complete innovation cycle from strategy over research 

and development towards market introduction.

PROJECTS

Our team at The Beacon will be focused on digital product development and Internet of 
Things applications. We will bring in our vast experience in the definition, management 
development and implementation of the smart city initiatives at the City of Utrecht, The 

Netherlands. Furthermore we will run our incubation program for IoT start-ups at  
The Beacon contributing to the total ecosystem.

It is our ambition to become the partner of preference in product development for the 
The Beacon community and to intensify our actual R&D and business collaboration with 

imec, University of Antwerp and Port of Antwerp.

EXPERTISE
Logistics, Industry 4.0.

PROFILES
Program managers, Business consultants, 

System engineers, Mobile and web 
designers, Artificial intelligence experts, 
Embedded software developers, Sensor 
hardware engineers, Industrial designers, 
Regulation experts, Technology transfer 

consultants, Smart cities etc

EMPLOYEES IN THE BEACON
2

CONTACT

name: Koen Verhaert

tel: +32 478 33 07 79

email: koen.verhaert@verhaert.com

website: wwww.verhaert.com

Managed by

Proud partners of The Beacon


